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Art Unit: 3781 

1. Claims 1-11, and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Arvidson et al. (5123554). Arvidson teaches a container having a rectangular vacuum panel, a 
plurality of ribs as claimed and the ribs are either outward facing or inward facing as claimed. 

Regarding claim 2, note there are 29 ribs in each panel. 

2. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arvidson in view 
of Ota. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the container from 
PET to provide the desired material for the bottle. 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. With 
respect to the Arvidson rejection, applicant asserts that Arvidson does not disclose both inwardly 
and outwardly projecting rounded edges, and each of the ribs in Arvidson are inward of the 
container. It is submitted that the claim recites the ribs being "relative to a space defined by the 
sidewalls. In Fig. 9, Arvidson show the alternating ribs outwardly projecting and inwardly 
projecting relative to a space defined by the sidewalls. Note that the term "space" is broad and it 
can be any point between the apexes of the alternating ribs in Arvidson. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571)272-4544. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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